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THE GLOBAL WARMING 
PAINTING SERIES

The Science and Psychology of  
Global Warming & Climate Change



The Science of  Global Warming and  
Our Role in Mitigating this Crisis

Global warming, the gradual heating of  Earth’s surface, oceans and atmosphere, 
is caused by human activity, primarily the burning of  fossil fuels that pump carbon 
dioxide (CO2), methane and other greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. To affectively 
address global warming, experts say that many strategies working together will be needed. Stabilizing 
global temperature near its current level requires eliminating all emissions of  heat-
trapping gases or, equivalently, achieving a carbon-neutral society in which people 
remove as much carbon from the atmosphere as they emit. Achieving this goal requires 
substantial societal changes —the arts can play an important role in awareness of  the 
science of  global warming as well as its psychological effects and emotional toll on 
humans.

The Global Warming Series is an education-driven art exhibition that 
addresses the causes and effects of  global warming through: 

1) the display of  eighteen provocative paintings that explore scientifically proven 
topics of  global warming; 

2) through educational materials provided to all viewers; 

3) through seven (free) community lectures/workshops. Our aim is to engage 
community members, students, young people and activists on the science 
of  global warming, discussing structural reasons, psychological effects, 
compassion, reasoning, hope.

We can all do our part. There are ways that individuals can help  
mitigate global warming:

•	 planting trees;
•	 taking action to reduce, reuse, recycle;
•	 using energy efficient lightbulbs, and turning the lights off  when you 

leave a room;
•	 creating more sustainable transportation habits; 
•	 lowering your heating bill/if  possible, swap your furnace for a 

heat pump, which works by extracting heat from one location and 
transferring it to another;

•	 where feasible, driving electric or hybrid vehicles and or using mass transit;
•	 divesting from coal, and encouraging others to do the same;
•	 eating less beef;
•	 where practical, supporting more local businesses that use  

and promote sustainable practices;



•	 getting a home energy audit to identify where you can make the most  
energy-saving gains;

•	 better insulating your home/replace old, failing appliances with more 
energy-efficient models;

•	 looking for the Energy Star label when buying new appliances;
•	 using less hot water;
•	 washing clothes in cold water, and hang-dry your clothes when you can;
•	 advocating for a healthy planet;
•	 convincing your friends and family to behave sustainability.

“Scholars, economists, and revolutionaries have been debating art’s 
function for centuries, but a very good answer has held now for 2,500 
years. The function of art, Aristotle told us, is catharsis. You go to the 
theatre, you listen to a symphony, you look at a painting…You laugh, 
you cry, you feel pity, fear. You see in other’s lives a reflection of your 
own. And catharsis comes: a cleansing, a clarity, a feeling of relief and 
understanding that you carry with you…Art, music, drama—here is a 
point worth recalling in a pandemic—are instruments of psychic and 
social health.”

Jason Farago, New York Times, January 17, 2021
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EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING:  
Global Warming Series painting exhibition by David J Emerson Young

Marc and Christel Gopin are international and national experts in the facilitation of  
challenging subjects for communities to face together. From the Middle East and 
Africa to dozens of  American states, they focus on the skills to help people analyze, 
communicate about and cope with deeply challenging problems and crises. 

This methodology is called Compassionate Reasoning: Changing the Mind to Change the 
World, the subject of  Marc’s forthcoming volume from Oxford University Press, 
his 9th book. It is focused on changing the mind in order to change the world, on 
the mind’s power to move from negative feelings to positive communication and 
collaboration with others. We hope that you will participate in some of  the 
free lectures and facilitated workshops!

Tuesday, May 18, 2021. 3:00-5:00pm
Global WarminG Causes: facilitated by Marc & Christel Gopin. 

David Young’s artwork expresses the mind’s engagement with the sublime beauty 
of  this world and also an imaginative and emotional engagement with the threats 
against human continuity, and threats against the continuity of  nature itself. The 
art will be drawn upon in terms of  an affective and visual manifestation of  the 
global warming crisis and its effect on our deepest loves, our deepest yearnings, 
our love of  beauty, but also our deepest fears of  loss. 

The science of  global warming will be introduced in terms of  the evolution 
of  excess carbon in the last 200 years, the ways in which it has put nature out of  
balance and may cause mass extinctions of  at least ⅓ of  all species by 2070. This 
is all rooted in unprecedented changes of  human presence and activity on earth. 
Human activity is now leading to the equivalent of  40 billion tons of  carbon 
dioxide emitted into the atmosphere each year, putting us on track to increase 
the planet’s temperature by 1.5 degrees Celsius over pre-industrial levels by 2040. 

We will explore an empathic understanding of  the human need to survive 
and thrive as the driving force of  economic growth and industrial revolution, 
and the paradox of  massive increase in human lifespan due to medicine leading 
to overpopulation and destruction of  natural systems of  carbon management. 
Everyone deserves to make a living and thrive, companies deserve to make a 
profit, and yet how can we survive if  we continue with the same habits of  thinking 
and behavior? Strong drives for survival in the mind have united with the higher 
mind for rational planning of  our ever-expanding human civilization. 

But now this turns into a primal drive to survive that is undermining nature 
itself. This is very difficult for humans to face without turning toward fear, anger, 
destructive conflict, a search for scapegoats and violent intentions. The facilitated 



session will focus on exploring our collective thoughts and feelings on what needs 
to change in order to survive and flourish in new ways that bring the best out in 
all of  us and our communities.

Wednesday, May 19, 2021  3:00-5:00pm 
Global WarminG effeCts on nature: facilitated by Marc & Christel Gopin. 

Utilizing David Young’s art, we will explore what the effects of  global warming are 
on animals and nature, the consequences, the loss of  our beloved Arctic, snow-
capped mountains, and the ongoing extinction of  so many species we have come to 
love and expect to exist long after we are gone, along with our offspring. 

We will explore the sense of  loss, grieving, and fear of  the future that are 
natural and normal feelings. But left unspoken and hidden, such mourning and 
fears often lead societies to panic and search for scapegoats to blame, or to seize 
upon false conspiracy theories to oversimplify reality and prompt dangerous and 
conflictive behavior. Overcoming these tendencies is best done through empathy, 
compassion and Compassionate Reasoning, as well as the skills of  listening and 
conflict resolution. We will explore as a group how to do this as a community, as 
individuals, and as families. 

Thursday, May 20, 2021. 3:00-5:00pm
Global WarminG after effeCts on Humans: 

 facilitated by Marc & Christel Gopin. 

This session with the help of  David Young’s artwork, will focus our minds on 
the challenges to human survival and flourishing. The emerging catastrophes, the 
fear of  them, the radicalization of  politics, are all evidence of  disturbances of  the 
mind in the direction of  fear and anger that is out of  control.

Instead we will search for the ways to engage communities and relationships 
with empathy, compassion and tried and true methods of  conflict management, 
conflict resolution and reconciliation, as these reactions are expressed in Dr. 
Gopin’s eightfold steps of  healing conflict in his Healing the Heart of  Conflict.

Friday, May 21, 2021. 3:00-5:00pm
tHe role of art in Compassionate reasoninG:  

facilitated by Marc & Christel Gopin. 

This session will ‘bring it all together’, a summary of  the findings of  the previous 
sessions, the collective ideas that have emerged from participants, in conjunction 
with a deeper dive into the art and science of  Compassionate Reasoning. This 
approach unites the best lessons of  thousands of  years of  ethical wisdom and 



philosophy together with the latest findings of  positive psychology, compassion 
science, and neuroscience. 

The workshop will culminate with a constructive process of  building visions 
of  a new future, a different future than global warming and extinction, a future 
based on compassion, reasoning, imagination, and an unprecedented investment 
in ethical collaboration between the diversity of  peoples in our communities and 
on the planet. We will explore, with the help of  the affective effects of  Young’s 
art, how to provoke our higher minds in the direction of  creativity, imagination, 
problem solving for human survival, animal survival, and enabling nature’s ability 
to flourish again. 

Saturday, May 22, 2021. 3:30-5pm
sHoWers, bananas, and Climate CHanGe.  

Lecture by Dr. Bennett Brabson, IU Professor Emeritus/Physics of  Climate Change: 

Climate change provides an enormous wealth of  critical problems, most of  
them really important and really hard. Fortunately, there are also important 
easy problems in confronting climate change. Sometimes, it’s good to start on 
some of  the easy ones first. This talk will start with a review of  the present 
(somewhat terrifying) rate of  warming and then turn to a number of  things we 
can do that actually matter a lot. We could even exercise our quantitative teeth 
on an experiment or two.

Tuesday, May 25, 2021 4:00 – 5:30pm (rain date May 26)  
and Thursday, May 27 (rain date May 28)

tWo Creative WorksHops for YoutH.  
Workshops by Kriste Lindberg & Sarah Ericson: 

Sarah is the Assistant Director of  Museum Experience at WonderLab, and 
Kriste is the Stormwater Education Specialist at the Utilities Department 
of  the City of  Bloomington. Kriste’s job includes facilitating workshops 
on environmental topics such as global warming. Sarah is a local artist and 
educator, and in her role at WonderLab she brings art and science together to 
create STEAM programming for the community. 

The city has given Kriste authorization to conduct ‘sidewalk art’ events with 
young people using stencils (such as endangered animals/insects and letters 
for expression with words) and ‘invisible’ spray by RainWorks that only shows 
up when it rains.  Young people will first spend time in the painting exhibition, 
viewing the work and talking with Artist David Young about his choice of  
topics, his artmaking process, and the purpose of  the Global Warming Series 
art exhibition, before going outside to work in groups of  10 to do ‘sidewalk 



art expression’. There is no charge for these workshops, and all young people 
must be accompanied by a parent or guardian for the duration of  the workshop. 
Maximum 20 middle schoolers, (11-14 years old) per each workshop. 
Mask wearing required.

Lectures and Facilitated Workshops are livestreamed and available via Zoom or 
in-person at 505 Theatre, 505 W 4th Street, Bloomington, IN.  The Creative 

Workshops for Youth participants will meet at 505 Theatre, and must be 
accompanied by a parent or guardian. 

To RSVP, to receive the Zoom link for online participation of  any of  the 
five Lectures and Facilitated Workshops, and to RSVP for the Creative Workshops 

for Youth, please contact Dena Hawes at:  
director@heartlandreconciliation.org

FOR ALL IN-PERSON ATTENDEES FACIAL MASKS ARE 
REQUIRED, AND OTHER PPE WILL BE PROVIDED.

Youth Workshops made possible by the Utilities Department of  the City of  
Bloomington, IN and their Stormwater Education program, teaching awareness 
of  stormwater quality and quantity, and by WonderLab, Museum of  Science, 
Health and Technology, providing opportunities for children to experience 
hands-on science exhibits and programs. WonderLab is an award-winning science 
museum located at 308 W. Fourth St. General admission is $10, and children 
younger than one year are free. Due to Covid-19 the museum is open limited days 
and times. For the most up-to-date information to visit the museum or about our 
other programs go to wonderlab.org or WonderLab’s Facebook page.

Special thanks to Frank Levinson for helping launch the Global Warming Series project 
and to Andrew J. Weaver who edited and approved the subject of  each of  the eighteen 
painting in the Global Warming Series. Andrew J. Weaver was a lead author in the UN 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the group that, with Al Gore, won the 
2007 Nobel Peace Prize. 

The Global Warming Series is a partnership between the FAR Center for 
Contemporary Arts and Heartland Community Reconciliation Center, and is 
made possible through in-kind and financial support of  these two nonprofit 
organizations and the Bloomington Urban Enterprise Association, as well as in-
kind support from the Bloomington Arts Commission, the City of  Bloomington 
Utilities Department, and WonderLab.
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